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JOINT IIT, NIT
MEET DEFERRED
INDEFINITELY -

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELH}, APRIL 13

The joint méetihd of IIT
and'NIT Council scheduled,
to be held on April 14, has
been deferred indefinitely
after no decision was
reached on the proposed
common national examina-
tion for science and engi-
neering for Central insti-
tutes at a meeting of HRD
minister Kapil Sibal with
IIT faculty members.
Sources said the joint
. meeting of the two councils
was scheduled to deliber-
ate and take a decision on
the issue. However, it has
now been deferred. “The
decision to defer the meet-
ing was taken after the All-
India, IIT - Faculty
Federation has continued
its opposition to the pro-
posed changes to the exist-
ing IT-JEE entrance exam-
ination pattern,” sources
added. The examination for
science and engineering for
Central institutes, sched-
uled for implementation
from 2013, hit a roadblock
on Wednesday as the meet-
ing of HRD minister Kapil
Sibal and IIT directors with
IIT  faculty members
remained inconclusive.
' Tt is understood that deci-
sion for a single entrance
test will now be sent before
respective senates of ITs
for their approval. After an
approval of senates the pro-
posal will be put before the
IIT council for its approval.
The entire process could
take several months and
could push back the date of
proposed implementation
of single entrance test fur-
ther, sources added.
Though the ministry made
a case for the test but failed
to develop unanimity as
the federation was opposed
to consideration of Class 12
marks for admission.
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LEARNING LESSONS

THERE seems just no end to HRD Minister
Kapil Sibal's woes on his education initiatives.
Several of his Bills are stuck in Parliament for
almost two years. Now, his proposal to replace
the IIT-JEE with a common entrance test for
all the engineering colleges has also run into
rough weather. The IIT faculty federations
have not only opposed it but also passed a for-
mal resolution to this effect after their meeting
with the minister earlier this week, The min-
istry had been so optimistic of being able to
convince the faculty that it had scheduled a
meeting of the IIT and NIT councils this

weekend, and another with the Central Advi-
sory Board of Education (CABE) next week-
end, in order to get all round approval for this
proposal. Rebuffed by the faculty federations,
the ministry has now postponed all the three
meetings,
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'AICTE Microsoft’s
biggestclond
computing client

London, Apr 13: Microsoft an-
. nounced its biggest-ever cus-
tomer for cloud computing —
software that it hosts on behalf
of clients and delivers over the
Internet — after winning a con-
tract to provide free services to
the All India Council for Techni-
cal Education (AICTE).
Microsoft, which was built on
thesaleof expensivesoftwarethat
is installed on individuat comput-
ers, has been forced by competi-
tion from Google and others to
. branch out into the fast-growing
worldof cloud computing. TheUS
softwaregiantsaidon Thursdayit
would provide its Live@edu com-
munication and collaboration
software to more than 7 million
students and half amillion teach-
ETS through a deal with the
CTE

" Theservice, whichMicrosoftis
providing for freeas part of itsed-
ucationinitiative, includesemail,

THE SOFTWARE GIANT
SAID IT WOULD PROVIDE
ITS LIVE@EDU
COMMUNICATION AND
COLLABORATION
SOFTWARE TO MORE
THAN 7 MILLION
STUDENTS AND

HALF A MILLION :
TEACHERS THROUGH A
DEAL WITH THE AICTE

Office Web applications, instant
messaging and storage.

For users, cloud computing is
inexpensive and simple, because
it removes the need to spend time
and money on installing software
and managing servers.

Large government depart-
ments are prime targets for
vendors such as Microsoft and
Google, Reriters
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Borders blur as experts
brainstorm on education

7

IN TANDEM: Members of the Pakistan delegation at the first Aman ki Asha Education Committee meeting
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'TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: The first Aman ki
Asha Educaticn Committee
meeting was held in the capital
on Thursday to decide how In-
dia and Pakistan can collabo-
rate for bringing reforms in
education on both sides of the
border. Ataday-longmeetingor-
ganized by CII, The Times of In-
dia, Pakistan's The Jang Group
and Pakistan India CEOs Busi-
ness Forum at India Habitat
Centre, luminaries from both
countries shared problems and
achievements in their educa-
tion sectors followed by some
brainstorming for effective so-
lutions.

It was decided that Pakistan
can use the CII's experience of
upgrading the Indian Training
Institutes (ITT) to revamp its
own similar institutes. The
committee members also con-
sidered starting exchange pro-
grammes for teachers between
universities, colleges and later
schools in the two countries. In-
dian members found that they
could learn from some best
practices of public-private part-
nership followed by Pakistan in
the education sector.

Besides this, both countries

skill development which is im-
perative to meet the future de-
mand for skilled professicnals.
Dr Sudhir Kapur, co-chair-
person, INDQO-Pak sub-commit-
tee on education/skill develop-
ment moderated the meeting.
The president of PakistanIndia
CEQOs Business Forum, Amin
Hashwani, presented an over-
view of Aman Ki Asha which
was followed by various pre-
sentations. According to Dilip
Chenoy, CEO and MD, National
Skill Development Council,

aman ki asha
INDQ-PAK PEACE PROIECT

they have a target of training
68.8million people inthenext 10
years. “India and Pakistan have
several common concerns like

high school dropout rate and’

low involvement in vocational
education,” Chenoy said while
adding that anewapproach was
required to address the gap
which included social applica-
tion of skills, linking education
to employability and innova-

tion. He also suggested creation
of Indo-Pak skills partnership.

Dr Ishrat Hussain, chair-
man of the IndoPak sub-com-
mittee on education/skill devel-
opment and dean & director of
Institute of Business Adminis-
tration, Pakistan, hightighted
thatlowliteracyrateof 5% and
high dropout wers serious is-
sues plaguing the education
system in his counfry. “It’s often
said that increase the GDP allo-
cation for education and all will
be hunky-dory However, I am
sceptical. Unless we have all the
hands on the deck, we can't re-
solve these issues in Pakistan,
We need NGOs, public and pri-
vate sector working together”

Baela Raza Jamil, director
programs, ITA, inPakistan gave
a presentation on school educa-
tion in Pakistan andshared that
20 million children in Pakistan
were out of school in a total pop-
ulation of 180 million.

Pointing out the magnitude
of challenges in India, Harpal
Singh, chairman, CIl National
Committee on School Educa-
tion, was quick toadd, “We have
180 million children enrolled in
primary schools.” He added, “If
we do not address the issue of
gender in education, it willhave
deep implications.”
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Stem cells can
be tweaked to
hunt & kill HIV

Genetic Engineering To Fight
AIDS A Success Researchers

Washington: In a  major
breakthrough in the fight
against AIDS, scientists claim
to have for the first time
shown that human stem cells
can be genetically engineered
to seek out and kill HIV-infect-
edcellsinaliving organism.
The study demonstrates
for the first time that engi-
neering stem cells to form im-
mune cells that target HIV is
effective in suppressing the
virus in living tissues in an
animal model, saidlead scien-
tist Scott G Kitchen. He added:
“We believe that this study
lays the groundwork for the
potential use of this type ofan
approach in combating HIV
infection in infected individu-
als, in hopes of eradicating
the virus from the body.”
Intheir previonsresearch,
the scientists took CD8 cyto-
toxic T lymphocytes — the
“killer” T cells that help fight
infection — from an HIV-in-
fected individual and identi-
fied the molecule known as
the T cell receptor, which
guides T cell in recognizing
and killing HIV-infected cells.
Intheirlatestresearch, the
scientists at California Uni-
versity similarly engineered
human blood stem cells and
found that they
can form mature T cells that
can attack HIV in tissues
where the virus resides
andreplicates.
They did so by using a sur-
rogate model, the humanized
mouse, in which HIV infec-

| This study lays the

¢ groundwork for the
potential use of this
type of an approach
in combating HIV

. infection in infected
individuals, in hopes
of eradicating the
virus from the body,
: says lead scientist

¢ Scott G Kitchen

tion closely resembles the dis-
easeand its progressioninhu-
mans. In a series of tests on
the mice’s peripheral blood,
plasma and organs conducted
two weeks and six weeks after
introducing the engineered
cells, the scientists found that
the nurmaber of CD4 “helper” T
cells — which become deplet-
ed asaresult of HIV infection
— inecreased, while levels of
HIV intheblood decreased.
CD4 cells are white blood
cells that are an important
component of immune sys-
tem, helping to fight off infec-
tions. These results indicated
thatthe engineered cells were
capable of developing and mi-
grating to the organs to fight
infection thers, the PLoS
Pathogens’ journal reported.
“We believe that this is the
first step in developing a more
aggressive approach in cor-
recting the defects in the hu-
man T cell responses that al-
Iow HIV to persist in infected
people,” Kitchen said. rri
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ISB to sign Mol to provide
executive education in Pak

BS REPORTER
Mumbai, 13 Apil

The Indlan School of
Business (ISB) today signed
a memorandum of under-
standing (MoU) with the
Institute of  Business
Administration (IBA) in Kar-
achi, to provide executive
education in Pakistan.

The MoU was signed by
Deputy Dean of ISB Deepak
Chandra and Dean and
Director of IBA, Dr Ishrat
Husain at the former’s cam-
pus. The collaboration brings
together the Centre for Exec-

utive Education (CEE) at ISB
and IBA, to provide executive
education courses to senior
management executives,
looking to fast-track their
careers.

“We are confident this -
partnership will help gener-
ate tremendous cpportunities
for cross-collaboration bet-
ween the two schools and set
the tone for more future asso-
clations aimed at nurturing
business leaders and entre-
preneurs whe would con-
tribute to the growth of busi-
ness and Industry in
Pakistan,” said Chandra.



